Carolingian Minuscule

Charlemagne, emperor of the West, in 800, himslef nearly illiterate, joined with the benedictine monk Alcuin to adopt a script for the empire that would be simple to write and read.  They chose a variation of the Littera Gallica script in use at the famoud Corbie monastery which became known as Carolingian Minuscule. It became the basic script for classical literature, religious books and educational texts.

The earlier scripts of half-uncial and Roman Rustica were used for capitals.  Use those scripts available on my download page for capitals.

The key map is the same as in English but for several ligatures.

E= et

T= ti

U= tu

S= st

C= ct

As in all my scribal script, “tweak” the characters by bolding, increasing point size, and using the Format/Font/Charcter spacing utility.  Print your manuscript reproductions and do hand art for illuminated initial letters.  With practice you can reproduce attractive “illuminated Manuscripts” for printing on antiqued papers.

The font is free but voluntary donations toward the font-making program is appreciated.
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